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Kentucky PoWer 
discusses $30M .. 

I ) 

upgrade propOsal 
. 

BY TJ CAUDILL 

STAFF WRITER 

vice to their customers. Power customers pay a 
"We want to update that transmission charge each 

line because it was original- month in a fund that sup-
Kentucky Power host- ly builtin 1941 and went on- ports PJM. 

ed an open house Aug. 24 line in 1943. Through main- "So if a project is done 
in the First Federal Center tenance we have replaced · in West Virginia, for exam
at Hazard Community and some of the lines and some ple, the transmission fee a 
Technical College to .hear of the poles, but many of the customer pays will fund that 
questions and share their poles m that line are still project. Now it is our tum. 
ideas with the community woode1 structures," Ken- This is a Kentucky project. 
about a proposed project tucky Power's Corporate It's something you pay in 
that Kentucky Power offi- Comnunications Manager every month as a transmis
cials said would strengthen Allisor Barker said. sion charge as part of your 
the electric grid in Eastern Brker said this would electric bill," Barker said. 
Kentucky by replacing and benefl Eastern Kentucky The first phase of the 
upgrading aging transmis- becauf it would help im- project would cost $30 mil
sion infrastructure. prove pe reliability of elec- lion. The entire project is 

If the Public Service tricityrd would decrease estimated to cost $140 mil-
Commission approves Ken- outag · lion. 
tucky Power's plan, the first . "I utages do occur, we Kentucky Power offi-
project under the Eastern will b l ble to repair them cials said the project would 

K t 
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Progr~~ would be the quicker," Barker said. tax revenue of approximate-
proposed $30 million Haz- If the plan is approved, ly ~270,000 for Hazard and 
ard-Wooton project. Kentucky Power would be- Perry and Leslie counties. 

The seven-mile project gin construction in the sum- Barker said if any Ken-
would rebuild transmission mer of 2018 and .the project tucky Power customers 
lines and make upgrades be completed by fall 2019. have any questions they 
to other transmission facil- There will be around are encouraged to call Ken
ities. Kentucky Power offi- 45 towers that need to be tucky Power at 1-800-572-
cials said these upgrades replaced and 35 new towers 1113 or visit the Kentucky 
would ensure Hazard would built, Barker said. Power website at www.ken-
have reliable electric ser- Barker said Kentucky tuckypower.COIJl. 

Hazard Herald • Wednesday/Thursday, August 31, 2017 • Page 3A 
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The proposed Hazard-Wooton project would replace and rebuild seven miles of 75-year 
old equipment. Kentucky Power offlclals said this would help increase the stability of the 
electric grid and decrease outages. 
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